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as I asked before, do you feel that this has
become a little personal?

President Clinton. Well, not on my part. Per-
haps on—you know, you said he’s the one that
came out strongly. I’m just over here doing my
job in the Caribbean. [Laughter]

I can only say what I have said before. Chuck
Ruff, whom I believe has a reputation as a law-
yer of impeccable integrity and who is an expert
in these kinds of processes, came to me and
said that the effect of the decision would be
not confined to the President, the First Lady,
the Chief of Staff at the White House, any
group of people, that the position that the Spe-
cial Counsel was arguing for would, in effect,
abolish the lawyer-client privilege between a
Federal Government lawyer and a Federal em-
ployee at any level under any circumstances.

Now, the law firms in America might be ec-
static about that because it would certainly make
a lot more private business for lawyers. But he
came to me and said, ‘‘I cannot tell you how
emphatically I believe that this case must be
appealed.’’ He said, ‘‘I’m your lawyer; I know

you haven’t done anything wrong, I know you’ve
made all the evidence available to them. This
is a major constitutional question, and Mr. Presi-
dent, you do not have the right to go along
with saying that every Federal employee in
America should lose the attorney-client privilege
under these circumstances if the Federal em-
ployee has a lawyer in the Federal Govern-
ment.’’ Now, that’s what he said to me. I cannot
enlighten you any more. If you want to know
any more about it, you’ve got to ask him.

NOTE: The President’s 145th news conference
with Prime Minister Owen Arthur of Barbados
and Prime Minister Percival James (P.J.) Patter-
son of Jamaica began at 1:33 p.m. at Prime Min-
ister Arthur’s residence, following the signing of
the Bridgetown Declaration of Principles. In his
remarks, President Clinton referred to Counsel
to the President Charles F. Ruff and President
Rene Preval of Haiti. Prime Minister Patterson
referred to former President Oscar Arias of Costa
Rica.

Caribbean/United States Summit: Bridgetown Declaration of Principles
May 10, 1997

We, the Heads of State and Government of
the Caribbean nations of Antigua and Barbuda,
the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, the Commonwealth of Dominica, the
Dominican Republic, Grenada, the Co-operative
Republic of Guyana, the Republic of Haiti, Ja-
maica, the Federation of St. Christopher and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, the Republic of Suriname and the Repub-
lic of Trinidad and Tobago and of the United
States of America, meeting in Bridgetown, Bar-
bados on May 10, 1997, pledge to strengthen
our cooperation in responding to the challenges
of the coming millennium, in a spirit of partner-
ship and mutual respect.

2. We affirm our unswerving commitment to
the norms of international law and the principles
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations
and in the Charter of the Organization of Amer-
ican States and our respect for the sovereignty
of states, multilateral approaches, democratic

traditions, human rights, good governance,
human dignity and the rule of law.

3. We recognise the heterogeneity and diver-
sity yet shared identity of our family of nations
and people bonded by historic and ethnic ori-
gins, cultural ties and affinity and close social
and economic links. We remain appreciative of
the significant contribution of our respective na-
tionals as immigrant communities to the devel-
opment of each other’s societies.

4. We also recognise the inextricable link be-
tween trade, economic development, security
and prosperity in our societies. We therefore
declare our intention to act in concert to im-
prove the economic well-being and security of
all our citizens, to defend and strengthen our
democratic institutions and to provide for social
justice and stability.

5. As we enter a new century marked by
rapid expansion and globalisation of finance and
investment, production and commerce, driven
by revolutionary developments in technology, we
acknowledge the need for a new era in our
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partnership. In this context, we re-affirm our
support for the Declaration of Principles and
Plan of Action adopted by the 1994 Summit
of the Americas of Miami. We recall that this
process undertook to consider the special needs
of small economies, with a view to enhancing
their level of development and preparing them
to meet the challenges posed by the inexorable
trends of globalisation and liberalisation of the
world economy, and the creation of the Free
Trade Area of the Americas. We note the in-
creasing role of the human, technological and
communication capacities required for operating
in this new competitive international environ-
ment and the current reality in most Caribbean
States and accept the need for systematic, coop-
erative initiatives to strengthen the quality of
their human resources and technological capac-
ity.

6. Firm in our conviction that stable and pros-
perous economies, buttressed by the rule of law,
are bulwarks against the forces of transnational
crime, we are concerned by the growing
strength and capabilities of transnational crimi-
nal organisations and drug cartels, their attempts
to distort and weaken our free economies and
democratic systems, and the effects which their
activities and presence have on levels of violence
and basic public order. We declare our resolve
to collaborate in combatting both organised
transnational crime and the threat posed to our
peoples and the foundations of our nations by
illegal firearms and ammunition trafficking. We
are acutely concerned by the increasing inci-
dence of alien smuggling and commit ourselves
to search for creative and innovative ways to
improve our justice systems and the cooperation
between them, in order to provide our societies
with that sense of security and stability so nec-
essary to freely pursue sustainable social and
economic development.

7. We recognise that despite the substantial
progress in dealing with debt problems, high
foreign debt burdens still hinder the develop-
ment of some of our countries. We therefore
affirm the importance of appropriate debt man-

agement measures including those in the pro-
grammes of the International Financial Institu-
tions.

8. We affirm our strong commitment to inter-
nationally recognised labour standards and work-
er rights, especially freedom of association and
collective bargaining. We underscore the impor-
tance of the empowerment of women to permit
their full participation in the political and eco-
nomic spheres, through fair access to education,
health care and credit and recognise that ad-
dressing and preventing violence against women
is an important step toward our goal of strength-
ening democracy. Vibrant, sustainable and equi-
table development requires the contribution of
all members of society.

9. To achieve these objectives and maintain
our process of consultation, we agree that all
Ministers/Secretaries of State of the nations of
the Caribbean responsible for Foreign Affairs
and the Secretary of State of the United States
of America will meet to oversee and report to
us on an annual basis on the implementation
of the Plan of Action appended hereto. In addi-
tion, we hereby establish Joint Committees on
Justice and Security and on Trade, Develop-
ment, Finance and Environmental Issues, the
latter to work in close collaboration with the
CARICOM/U.S. Trade and Investment Council,
to facilitate an increasing and effective level of
communication, coordination and follow-up
among our Governments.

10. Towards these ends, we adopt and issue
this Bridgetown Declaration of Principles, detail-
ing our beliefs and uniting our efforts to
strengthen the ability of our States to pursue
sustainable development and to preserve our de-
mocracy, peace, economic and social progress
and to which we hereby affix our signatures.

NOTE: This joint statement was embargoed for
release until the conclusion of the President’s
145th news conference. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this joint
statement. The Caribbean/United States Summit
Plan of Action was attached to the release.
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Statement on House Action To Reauthorize the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act
May 13, 1997

I am pleased that the House today took a
major step toward ensuring high quality edu-
cational opportunities for all students with dis-
abilities by voting to reauthorize the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). I am
hopeful that the Senate will do the same shortly.

Over the last 20 years, the IDEA has made
it possible for young people with disabilities to
reach their full potential. This legislation
strengthens and reaffirms our commitment to

these children and their parents, and I look for-
ward to signing it into law.

This legislation is the result of a bipartisan
process that involved hard work not only by
both Democrats and Republicans in the Con-
gress but also by the Department of Education
and representatives of the education and disabil-
ity communities. I hope that we can continue
in this bipartisan spirit and move forward on
the rest of our agenda to improve education
and prepare America for the 21st century.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
May 13, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on develop-

ments since the last Presidential report of No-
vember 14, 1996, concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared
in Executive Order 12170 of November 14,
1979. This report is submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c) (IEEPA).
This report covers events through March 31,
1997. My last report, dated November 14, 1996,
covered events through September 16, 1996.

1. The Iranian Assets Control Regulations, 31
CFR Part 535 (IACR), were amended on Octo-
ber 21, 1996 (61 Fed. Reg. 54936, October 23,
1996), to implement section 4 of the Federal
Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990,
as amended by the Debt Collection Improve-
ment Act of 1996, by adjusting for inflation the
amount of the civil monetary penalties that may
be assessed under the Regulations. The amend-
ment increases the maximum civil monetary
penalty provided in the Regulations from
$10,000 to $11,000 per violation.

The amended Regulations also reflect an
amendment to 18 U.S.C. 1001 contained in sec-
tion 330016(1)(L) of Public Law 103–322, Sep-
tember 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147. Finally, the
amendment notes the availability of higher
criminal fines for violations of IEEPA pursuant

to the formulas set forth in 18 U.S.C. 3571.
A copy of the amendment is attached.

2. The Iran-United States Claims Tribunal
(the ‘‘Tribunal’’), established at The Hague pur-
suant to the Algiers Accords, continues to make
progress in arbitrating the claims before it. Since
the period covered in my last report, the Tribu-
nal has rendered eight awards. This brings the
total number of awards rendered to 579, the
majority of which have been in favor of U.S.
claimants. As of March 24, 1997, the value of
awards to successful U.S. claimants from the
Security Account held by the NV Settlement
Bank was $2,424,959,689.37.

Since my last report, Iran has failed to replen-
ish the Security Account established by the Al-
giers Accords to ensure payment of awards to
successful U.S. claimants. Thus, since November
5, 1992, the Security Account has continuously
remained below the $500 million balance re-
quired by the Algiers Accords. As of March 24,
1997, the total amount in the Security Account
was $183,818,133.20, and the total amount in
the Interest Account was $12,053,880.39. There-
fore, the United States continues to pursue Case
A/28, filed in September 1993, to require Iran
to meet its obligation under the Algiers Accords
to replenish the Security Account. Iran filed its
Rejoinder on April 8, 1997.
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